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  WASHINGTON � On the eve of the 35th Earth Day, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) joined with environmental organizations in urging the Bush Administration to protect our future by stopping its assault on the environment.

  Olver said, "America has made great progress on protecting the environment during the last three decades, but the policies of the president and the Republican-led Congress, which are supported by big industry, are assaulting our nationÕs programs to protect our clean air, clean water, forests and wetlands."

     Olver added, "As a scientist, I personally believe that global warming is the most critical environmental issue of the 21st century. Instead of addressing the issue of global warming, the president and the Congress continue to waste valuable time."

  Global warming is caused mainly by carbon dioxide emitted from the burning of fossil fuels, according to scientists. These emissions cause a heat-trapping blanket to form in the atmosphere, raising temperatures and threatening our health, our economy and the environment. The National Academy of Sciences and many other experts say today's unprecedented warming trend simply cannot be explained by natural forces alone.

   In the 109th Congress, Olver has introduced the Climate Stewardship Act, a bipartisan bill to fight global warming. The bill would set a cap for heat-trapping pollution responsible for global warming, while creating a market-based system encouraging maximum technological innovation and profitable opportunities for companies to cut emissions.

   Today, the House is expected to pass an energy bill (H.R. 6) wrought with serious environmental problems, including the failure to address climate change. Olver attempted to amend the energy bill to include a national strategy to address climate change and to establish a voluntary greenhouse gas registry with the goal of stabilizing their concentrations in the atmosphere. However, Republican leaders in the House blocked the amendment from consideration.

  The energy bill allows more drilling on more public lands at taxpayer expense and lessens environmental protections. Unfortunately, an attempt to save the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) by striking from the energy bill provisions that allow oil and gas drilling in ANWR failed in the House on Wednesday.

   "It is ironic that on the day before the nation celebrates the 35th Earth Day, the House is poised to pass an energy bill that strips away protection against drilling in ANWR," Olver said. "Opening ANWR would devastate local wildlife while providing resources that would only last the equivalent of six months to two years at current U.S. consumption rates."

   During a time of record oil prices and industry profits, the energy bill also repeals consumer protection rules, contains controversial environmental provisions and provides over $8 billion in tax breaks to encourage oil and gas production.

   "The energy bill does little to promote renewable energy or efficiency measures that could help lead the nation away from its increased dependence on foreign oil," Olver said.

  Olver added, "Earth Day is a reminder of our collective responsibility to protect and preserve our environmental surroundings for generations to come. We must all rededicate ourselves to fight the Administration's environmental rollbacks, work to keep our air and water clean, and prevent the Administration from auctioning off our environment to the highest bidder."

  Olver co-chairs the Climate Change Caucus, a clearinghouse for information and a forum to build support for appropriate and pro-active environmental policy. In addition, as a member of the House Appropriations Committee, Olver is committed to continuing to fight for full funding for programs and initiatives aimed at protecting the environment. 
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